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Insignificant 
No fatalities, no disruption to community, infrastructure 
or economy.  No effects on environment. 

Minor 
No fatalities, few casualties, minor damage to property.  
Localised minor disruptions to community services.  No 
impact on economy or lasting effects to environment. 

Moderate 

Significant casualties including fatalities, localised damage 
and displacement for 103 days.  Short term impact on 
economy resulting in loss of production and clean up 
costs.  Limited impact on the environment. 

Significant 

Multiple casualties and serious injuries, significant 
damage to property requiring external assistance.  Longer 
term displacements, significant impact on economy with 
medium term loss of production.  Medium to long term 
impact on the environment. 

Catastrophic 

Significant number of fatalities.  Large are affected, 
extensive damage to property.  Wide spread 
displacement, prolonged personal support required.  
Serious damage to infrastructure, unable to function 
without support.  Impacts on local and regional economy, 
potential long term losses.  Serious impact on the 
environment may result in permanent damage. 

 

What is included in the risk register? 

The hazards described in the North Yorkshire Community Risk 
Register are worst case scenarios.  Including these potential 
incidents in the register does not mean that the NYLRF thinks 
that they are going to happen, or that if they did they would be 
as serious as the descriptions included here.  The assessments 
relate to the risk occurring over a five year period.  The scale of 
the risk is reflected within the outcome description in the tables 
that follow.  The risk assessments included in the register only 
cover non-malicious events (i.e. hazards) rather than threats (i.e. 
terrorist incidents).  This does not mean that we are not 
considering threats within our risk assessment work.  However, 
given the sensitivity of the information supporting these risk 
assessments (and the potential for misuse), specific details will 
not be made available in the risk register.  Risk assessment is not 
a static process and is subject to constant review.  The 
information contained in the risk register will, as a result, be 
updated regularly. 

LI
K

EL
IH

O
O

D
 Negligible   > 0.005% > 1 in 20,000 Chance 

Rare    > 0.05% > 1 in 2,000 Chance 

Unlikely    > 0.5% > 1 in 200 Chance 

Possible   > 5% > 1 in 20 Chance 

Probable   > 50% > 1 in 2 Chance 
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Methodology 
 
The hazards have been outlined in a generic format as this is the basis of response planning within the county, which follows nationally agreed best practice.  The 
generic hazards have been assessed for the likelihood of the event happening and the potential impact that they may have within the county.  The likelihood and 
impact values are agreed through the multi-agency Risk Assessment Working Group on behalf of the NYLRF.  When assessing the impact of the hazard, the 
economic, health and social implications on the community are considered. 
 

Risk Rating 
 

Low 
Low Risk - these risks are both unlikely to occur and not significant in their impact.  They should be managed using normal or generic planning 
arrangements and require minimal monitoring and control unless subsequent risk assessment shows a substantial change, prompting a move to another 
category. 

 

Medium 
Medium Risk - these risks are less significant, but may cause upset and inconvenience in the short term.  These risks should be monitored to ensure that 
they are being appropriately managed and consideration given to these being managed under generic emergency planning arrangements. 
 

 

High 
High Risk - these risks are classed as significant.  They may have a high or low likelihood of occurrence, but their potential consequences are sufficiently 
serious to need consideration after those risks classed as 'very high'.  Consideration should be given to the development of ways to reduce or eliminate the 
risk where possible.  Mitigation in the form of at least (multi-agency) general planning and training should also be put in place and the risk monitored 
regularly. 

 

Very High 
Very High Risk - these are classed as primary or critical risks requiring immediate attention.  They may have a high or low likelihood of occurrence, but 
their potential consequences are such that they must be treated as a high priority.  This may mean that ways should be developed to reduce or eliminate 
the risk where possible and also that mitigation (in the form of multi-agency planning and training for these hazards) should be put in place and the risk 
monitored regularly.  Consideration should be given to planning specifically for the risk rather than general planning. 
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Risk Matrix March 2011 
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H42  HL02  HL08  
HL11  HL30  HL34  
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HL10  HL17  HL20 
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Public Risk Register 2011 
 

  



Version 3 

 

 

 



Version 3 

 

 

 



Version 3 

 

 

 



Version 3 

 

 

 

 



Version 3 

 

 

 



Version 3 

 



Version 3 

 

 

 

  



Version 3 

 



Version 3 

 

 
 

 



Version 3 

 



Version 3 

 

 

 



Version 3 



Version 3 

 


