Risk Assessments


There appears to be some confusion about Risk assessments.

All risk assessments in the company whether HSE C E or design changes etc. are just that. 

A personal assessment of potential risk. 

It has been found by the experts that there are several ways but the one we use is the simplest.

It does three things

a) Makes us examine the product, problem  or action in a standard format.
This is why some questions are answered yes for a risk and some no. Every question must be read and understood and no possibility of automatically ticking no risk.

b) Identifies as many risks as we can 

c) Tries to quantify the risk


We choose to break this down into bite size chunks

1. Can we harm the patient

2. Can we harm the operator

3. Can we harm a 3rd party

Can we locate a risk


4. Mechanical

5. Electrical

6. Temperature

7. Radiation

8. Contamination

We then decide the possibility and grade it 1-4
We then decide the Probability and grade it 1-4
In some risk assessment we add severity and grade it 1-4

By multiplying the two or three figures we get a number


1 is the lowest and 16 or  64 is the highest.

The figures have no meaning but are a signal that a risk may be present.

It is therefore possible to have a perfectly safe product with a high score. This tells us that in certain circumstances this risk can occur so we have to show that we have taken steps to prevent it. e.g warning labels, instruction manual, guard rails etc. We cannot make a product 100% or foolproof. Our defense must always be we designed and built within ISO to state of the art at the time of build and have taken all possible courses in line with the ability to use the product to know and make it safe.
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