Ingress of liquids & contaminants  Tom Thumb.

The Tom Thumb was designed to be used in Special Care baby Units.

These are normally clean atmospheres. The location of the Tom Thumb normally
 requires a mounting bracket on the wall , inside a Resuscitation cabinet on on the side of an incubator. The likely hood of contamination in these situations is remote see Risk analysis and reports  section E.

The Tom thumb is a Tee occluder (see Design section Y) by definition the output has to be open.

It incorporates blow off valves which need to be open to the atmosphere. 

It is conceivable that when not in use dust could settle on the variable valve making it stiff to use. During use the valve exhausts the excess gas and is self cleaning. 

Since 1993 (Iddoc 24117  no reported cases of ingress (3500 +)
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�	A hand held unit is possible for use with midwife's . Although  it was never taken up and commonly used 
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