Usability

The Microstim was specifically designed to be usable. At the time of design the new Peripheral Nerve Stimulators were desktop. The Micro stime was specifically designed to be portable and lightweight so it could be a personal instrument usually owned privately able to be carried between sites.
Originally it was supplied without an information for users as at that time the anaethetists who used it were specifically trained in Regional anaesthesia which was in its infancy. This meany special care had to be taken in its mechanical design.
One handed use.
Clearly displayed switch function
Immediate switch on and operation
Clearly defined one press function: necessary as the instrument was battery driven and carried so a risk of flt battery was a possibility. This design prevents that scenario. A small traffic signal battery level indicator was included.
The device is safe even if operated in the maximum output condition. The patient may get an uncomfortable experience.
No readout is incorporated. This was felt too be an unnecessary complication. The device as a constant current output so is independent of electrode or skin impedance. To operate the output control is set to 1/3rd. If the twitch is not observed it is increased.
A small audio output was added to ensure the output was passing through the electrode wires.  
Standard ECG electrodes were used so that the Anaestist was using accessories alreadty available and well known. 
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