Tom Thumb life Rationale   (Internal document)

Tom Thumb life can be expressed in two ways 

Storage life;- ie. left on a shelf prior to despatch or left on a shelf by the user as not required except in emergency 2 years.

User useful life. Based on the components and materials used it is estimated at 10 years 

The only component susceptible to deterioration over time are the O rings. (T1 Specification of Materials). There are examples in the files of Tomb Thumbs still being in use and working to specification for 20 years.

It is recommended in the User manual that the Tom Thumb be serviced every two years minimum. This was based on a statement by “Bird” which contains many O rings that they should be changed every two years. Anecdotal evidence suggests a much longer life. But if “Bird” make this statement and as an ex “Bird” distributor no deterioration has been found within two years it seems wise to go with this. 

The alternative is rigorous testing with regular examinations to determine the exact end date. This is neither feasible or economic.

On the evidence obtained practically by Viamed it would appear that a 3 year life of O rings show no deterioration  so 2 years is acceptable.

John S Lamb

